
THE MESSENGER May 2015 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Montgomery, Alabama exists to  

demonstrate and proclaim God’s joyful, unconditional love and to provide an  

inclusive environment of spiritual growth and nurturing for God’s children. 

While in Georgia I had the privilege of spending some time with Phillis Byrd who serves as our mission witness in Kenya. She 
was on leave from her work in Kenya and was spending time in in the States to share her experience and to thank the Disciple 
Church for its support of Global Ministries. She and her daughter are again serving in Kenya.  Last month saw great violence 
and death in a terrorist attack there. Alan Mace, the Senior Interim at Athens First Christian Church shared this letter with the 
congregation in Athens and I would like to share it with you.      

 

Who will roll away the Stone?  

Reflection on the Garissa University College attack 

by Phyllis Byrd 

 Holy Thursday morning, news came that there was a terrorist’s attack on one of Kenya’s Universities.  I stayed glued to the 
television flipping from channel to channel to get more information. I was afraid that I would be late for the Holy Thursday 
ecumenical worship service in which I was leading at the All Africa Conference of Churches. Yet, my mind was focused on the 
news reports.   
There were one hundred and forty-seven students killed.  Among these are twenty two Christian Union students who prayed 
every morning at 5:00 am. The gun men not wanting to “waste bullets”, made the students lay down on top of each other three 
high and shot them in the head with one bullet. Many were asked to recite the Koran and if they could not they were executed.                  

Who will roll away the stone? 
  Good Friday was filled with tears as we cried with traumatized students that were rescued as they boarded the bus heading for 
Nairobi. We felt the deep, deep agonizing pain as some of the student’s bodies were flown to Chromo campus of the University 
of Nairobi. We could not help but feel the grief. We went and saw many of the relatives waiting to see if their loved one ’s 
remains were among the bodies. St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church of East Africa, Woman’s Guild took on the task of serving tea 
to the families that came to identify their love ones. ... The woman’s guild provided a much-needed ministry as many family 
members traveled from far areas of the country, some walked long distances, some used their last shilling to come and had no 
money to buy food.                          

Who will roll away the stone? 
 A student told how he and his colleagues escaped the massacre. They went to the house of a total stranger who happened to be 
Muslim. The family took them in. When the coast was clear they moved the students to the local Chief of the Area Office so that 
they would be safe.   
 Last week, as we moved from Holy Thursday to Easter this first century event became a 21st century reality for us in Kenya.   In 
Kenya, we lost some of the best minds in the country; young people’s lives were cutoff in a vicious and brutal manner.  Many 
were martyrs for their faith.  The hopes and anticipations of families ... were attacked and died on Holy Thursday.   

Who will roll the stone away? 

 On Easter, I pondered about the women who went to anoint Jesus. They anticipated a problem, they reflected on how to solve 
it. They did not know how the stone would be moved; yet, the rock did not deter or paralyze them. These women went to the 
tomb.  My mind and body felt overwhelmed and hopeless as I sat in Church on Easter. ... As I shared in worship, my faith was 
renewed. We sang the great Easter hymns. The peak was when the choir sang the Hallelujah Chorus. In the midst of the tragedy 
we have experienced in Kenya, I remember the women going to the tomb Easter morning, knowing there is no obstacle too large 
for God. The global problem of terrorism is enormous and rolling away the stone is going to take all of our efforts...  My Easter 
faith says it takes the commitment of all of us to rid the world of racism, terrorism, negative ethnicity, poverty and many other 
evils.   
 Please continue to pray for Kenya: The family of the students that lost their lives, for those that are still waiting to locate their 
loved ones. Finally please pray for the church that we will remain focused and not drawn into bitterness and revenge. 
 
I am thankful for the ministry that we support that changes lives, bringing hope to hopeless situations around the world. I 
continued to be amazed at the love, support and witness that First Christian Church of Montgomery shares not only in this 
place but around the world.  

I am blessed to be your Pastor.   
Jim 



All Camps Begin & End at 10am  

 

Genesis Camp– June 26th-28th, 2015 

(Friday-Sunday) 

Director: Rev. Lea McCracken, FCC Meridian 

For those who have completed Kindergarten  

or 1st Grade 

Cost: $140.00– after June 1st- $165.00 

 

Discovery Camp– June 26th-28th, 2015 

(Friday-Sunday) 

Director: Mrs. Debbie Woods, Robertsdale CC 

For those who have completed 2nd or 3rd  Grade 

Cost: $ 140.00-after June 1st- $165.00 

 

Junior Camp– June 22nd-26th, 2015 

(Monday-Friday) 

Director: Mrs. Alethea Lawson, Madison CC 

For those who have completed 4th or 5th  Grade 

Cost: $ 240.00-after June 1st- $265.00 

 

CYF Conference– June 22nd-26th, 2015 

(Monday-Friday) 

Director: Rev. Beth Thomason, Madison CC 

For those who have completed 9th, 10th, 11th,  

or 12th Grade 

Cost: $ 240.00-after June 1st- $265.00 

 

 

CYF Rho Camp– June 26th-30th, 2015 

(Friday– Tuesday) 

Director: Rev. Jim Storie, FCC Florence 

For those who have completed 6th, 7th, or 8th Grade 

Cost: $ 240.00-after June 1st- $265.00 

 

If you plan on attending a camp please grab a  

registration form from the 

 Information Board.  

 The date for the special offering for Common 

Ground Montgomery (CGM) will be Sunday, May 31, 2015.  

CGM is an inner-city youth ministry serving the Washington 

Park community in Montgomery.  CGM’s vision is to see a 

renovated, thriving community in Washington Park that has 

strong, godly leadership and  intact two-parent families.   

CGM also cares for the underprivileged poor and   

marginalized, and becomes an incubator for gospel-created, 

cross-cultural relationships that transforms Montgomery 

and beyond.  Their Mission is to revitalize the Washington 

Park community and transform the city of Montgomery and 

beyond, to the glory of God, through:  

 1. Building leaders from urban youth through long-term 

mentorship, biblical discipleship, and developmental  

programs.   

2. Creating an umbrella of Christian community  

development partners that focus on neighborhood  

transformation.   

3. Teaching principles of unity and change through the 

Common Ground Institute.  Last year our Lent Common 

Ground contributions exceeded $1,600.  Please mark your 

calendar and plan to support CGM as you have in prior 

years.  

 If you have questions, please contact Melissa Anderson  

or Dixie Robinson. 

Melissa Anderson                               

Mission Division Chairperson   

Dixie Robinson 

Local Mission Team Leader 

Disciples Door to Door will be visiting 

Hillview Terrace on May 16th. W e 

will meet there at 9:00 a.m. at 100 Perry 

Hill Road, Montgomery, AL 36109. Please 

join us to bless and be blessed. Small dogs 

are welcome to help us visit.  

Please contact Alexine Saunders at  

334-220-9942 if you have and questions.  



 

Dear First Christian Church Family;  

 Sunday, April 26, 2015, was “Celebration 

Sunday” as it concluded our 2015 Capital Campaign 

and we have much to celebrate.  Thanks be to God for 

his faithfulness in all things.  We collected pledge 

cards and Alice and Dixie our frugal financiers have 

given us the results.   We received 30 pledge cards, 

and the amount pledged for June 1, 2015 to May 31, 

2018 is $114,720.  You took action to prove where and 

“what is your treasure.”   Thank you for your 

faithfulness to the one who is always faithful to us.     

 One of the goals of the 2015 Capital Campaign 

was to receive pledges to provide funds to continue 

paying down our mortgage balance of approximately 

$119,000.  In addition to the mortgage amount, the 

capital campaign committee identified capital 

improvements of $25,000 to be completed.  The total 

amount of pledges required to achieve this goal would 

be $144,000.  We ask that you continually keep our 

goal in mind as we move ahead to what and where 

God is calling.  If you have not turned in a pledge card 

you may do so at any time. Pledge cards are available 

in the church office.  

 In this journey, I have learned that my faith 

must be in the one who promised to be with us and 

never forsake us.  My prayer is that we will be 

reminded of that as we continue to live out the 

mission to which we have been called.  In the words 

of our Pastor, all will be well.   

 

Thanks again for your faithfulness,  

 

Fannie Ashley, 

Capital Campaign Chairperson 

 The choir is preparing beautiful, worshipful music 

for the months of May and June. We invite anyone who 

loves to sing to join us for practices at 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays in the sanctuary. Here's what's coming up on 

Sundays: 

May 3: "Love One Another"  

May 10: Mother's Day and Youth Sunday! All 

music provided by the youth. 

May 17: "I Know  That My Redeem er  Lives"  

May 24:  (Pentecost) "A Mighty Rushing W ind"  

May 31: "Com e to the W ater" (tentative)  

 

 For Father's Day, we'd like to assemble a men's 

choir to do an arrangement of "It Is Well With My Soul." 

We invite all men to join us! Please let me know if you're 

interested so I can notify you of practices, which will 

begin in May. 

 

 Finally, we'd like to do another Big Choir song for 

the last choir offering before we enter the summer season 

of vacations and down-time. For June 28, we will sing a 

gorgeous song called "10,000 Reasons." If you love to 

sing, plan to help us with this special piece, which we'll 

begin practicing the last week of May. 

 

 Nothing stirs the soul like music. Come, sing, and 

give YOUR soul a stirring! 
 

 

With love and blessings,  

Su Ofe 

Director of Music 

 First Christian Church-Florence Kentucky is 
coming to First Christian Church-Montgomery, 
Alabama!!!  Pastor Diana Hodges–Batzka will lead their 
youth on a Civil Rights Pilgrimage at the end of May/ 
beginning of June to spend some time learning about 
Selma, the Rosa Parks story, Martin Luther Kings’ church, 
and more.   

 They have requested assistance from us for 
housing for approximately 15 youth and sponsors, 
preferably two youth per house, with breakfast being 
served at the house.  They also would like to have one or 
two dinners at the church and space at the church during 
day/evening for group discussions.   

 There is a sign up on the Information Board if you 
are willing to help sponsor any part of this trip or please 
see Mara Donovan.  More information to come.  

Mara Donovan  

Where is your treasure? 

Matthew 6:21 
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